Quarterly Meeting Minutes of the National Council on Disability
February 23-24, 2017


February 23, 2017

ATTENDANCE

Members						Staff
Clyde Terry, Chairperson				Rebecca Cokley, Executive Director
Billy Altom						Joan Durocher (telephone)
Rabia Belt						Phoebe Ball (telephone)
James Brett (absent)				Stacey Brown (office)		
Bob Brown						Lawrence Carter-Long
Daniel Gade						Lisa Grubb (telephone)
Wendy Harbour (telephone)		           Amy Nicholas
Benro Ogunyipe					Amged Soliman
Neil Romano						Anne Sommers
							Ana-Torres Davis (telephone)
							Keith Woods 
						
NCD Contractors					
Anthony Simpson

Guests
Amanda Alexander, University of Michigan Law; School; Eleanor Canter, Consumer Advocate; Baxter Jones, Advocate; Nancy Metayer, Researcher and Advocate; Michael Steinberg, Legal Direcor, ACLU; Theresa Squires, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition; Melody Arabo, Teacher of the Year; Lisa Franklin, Warriors on Wheels; Sue Howell, Michigan Vocational Rehabilitation; Sharon Milberger, MI LEND; Michael Shaw, the Kresge Foundation; Laura Hall, Michigan Disability Rights Center; Jenny Piatt, Business Consultant, Michigan Vocational Rehabilitation; Cathy McAdam, disability advocate; John Lapetz, Lapetz & Associates, LLC; Andy York, GM; Brad Stertz, Audi; Amanda Essex, National Conference of State Legislatures; Sydney Paul, Legislative Counsel, Senator Peters; Karlee Gruetzner, Department of Civil Rights; Cara Giovanni; Lisa Johnson, Dessa Cosna, Cathy Koyanagi, Luke Zelly, The Disability Network; Gwi-Seok Hong, Dianna Woods, UMCFDC; Marguerite Maddox, Michael Patten, Emily Obert, Darma Cantel, Frank Minor, Brian Dian, Mona Kitany, AIR; Melody Arabu, U.S. Department of Education; Judy Walker, Robin Bennett, SILC; Rodney Craig, SILC; Kelsey Foote; MRS; Elin Lancaster, Office of Senator Peters; Dharma Canter, HUD; Kathy McCreedy; Mauguerite Maddox; Emily Obert; Kathy-Ann Arbor, MI; Jim, Port Huron, MI; Diana Woods; Michael Powell, National Federation of the Blind; Michael Harris, Paralyzed Veterans of America; Baxter Jones; Jon Scott, President of National Federation of the Blind-chapter

Welcome and Introductions
Chairperson Clyde Terry called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM (ET) and welcomed Council members, staff and the general public.

A. Attendance and Roll Call
Clyde Terry, Chairperson
Benro Ogunyipe, Vice-Chairperrson
Billy Altom						
Rabia Belt						
Bob Brown			
Daniel Gade					           
Wendy Harbour					
Neil Romano

B.  Approval of February Minutes
NOTE:  Ms. Wendy Harbour stated that none of the women’s votes were recorded in the December minutes.  Chairperson Terry accepted the technical correction and the minutes were approved. 
Roll Call Vote:
Chairperson Clyde Terry:  Aye			
Mr. Billy Altom: Aye
Ms. Rabia Belt: Aye
Mr. Bob Brown:  Aye
Mr. Daniel Gade:  Aye
Ms. Wendy Harbour: Aye
Mr. Benro Ogunyipe:  Aye				
Mr. Neil Romano:  Aye

C. Acceptance of the Agenda
Chairperson Terry moved to accept the agenda as presented.  Motion carried and all Council members were in favor.
Chairperson Clyde Terry:  Aye			
Mr. Billy Altom: Aye
Ms. Rabia Belt: Aye
Mr. Bob Brown:  Aye
Mr. Daniel Gade:  Aye
Ms. Wendy Harbour: Aye
Mr. Benro Ogunyipe:  Aye				
Mr. Neil Romano:  Aye

D. Chairperson’s Report
Chairperson Terry stated that the National Council on Disability is a federal independent agency whose charge is to advise the President and Congress and federal agencies on national disability policy.  He added that the Council was glad to be in Michigan to listen to the dialogue of the people in Detroit and the surrounding area.   

E. Executive Director’s Report
Ms. Cokley stated that the Council is in the business of promoting the equality of lives for people with disabilities.  Although the political landscape has changed, we must remember the work that has been embodied in the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and continue to work for that.

Ms. Cokley stated that the Council takes its legislative mandate serious and comments received from the public assist in formulating federal policy recommendations to improve access to supports and services for the disability community.

Ms. Cokley stated he Council is operating under a continuing resolution at a flat funded budget of $3.25 million. Between now and the next Council meeting, Council members will start to brainstorm about proposed policy projects for FY’18 and discuss it at the May quarterly meeting.  She added that Mr. Keith Woods will be submitting the finance report on behalf of Ms. Grubb as the Council during the business meeting.  

Ms. Cokley stated that the next Council meeting will be held in New Orleans, LA and all is contingent on its budget.

Ms. Cokley stated that staff are excited about the new Council members and are eager to work with them.
 
F. Connection between Disability & Poverty in Michigan Facilitator : Rabia Belt
Ms. Rabia Belt introduced the panelists.

Amanda Alexander, University of Michigan Law School who highlighted ways that poverty and criminal justice interest.  

Ms. Alexander submitted two stories of individuals with mental disabilities who were shot and killed my policemen.  She stated that 25% of people perhaps more have a serious mental health issues.  She added to avoid incarceration, people with serious mental health issues need to diverted and offered rehabilitative services.  Statistics show that 90% are homeless which means that stable housing is a major issue.  Results of a recent study suggests that efforts to provide stable and safe shelter for homeless individuals may lead to lower rates of government in the justice system.

Ms. Alexander stated in North Carolina that 1/3 of associated 911 calls is equivalent to 350 patients a year diverted to psychiatric facilities instead to ER’s. 1/10 of children had a parent that was incarcerated which lead to poor health, attention disorder and having a behavioral or conduct issue.

Ms. Alexander stated that the ACLU issued a report entitled, “Caged In” which depicts the devastation of prisoners with disabilities.

Ms. Eleanor Canter, advocate that has worked for the independent living movement for the past 14 years addressed the connection between disability and poverty.  Ms. Canter stated the governor and lieutenant-governor in partnership with Michigan sheltered workshops and services have destroyed and dismantled al controlled entities in the state.

Ms. Canter stated that corruption in state government specifically Michigan rehabilitation services has lack of oversight has created a perfect storm for businesses and their partners in the Governor’s office which exploit people with disabilities.

Ms. Canter stated Michigan CIL’s demonstrates lack of control repeatedly and treat consumers with extreme disrespect.

Ms. Nancy Metayer, researcher and advocate spoke on environmental inequality and ability and their connections.  She stated that disability rights and environmental justice is interdependent.  

Ms. Metayer stated she was one of the organizers that visited Flint, Michigan during the water crisis.  She stated that Flint is populated by 102.00 residents with 41% of residents live in poverty with the medium household income of $25,000 and17.3% of residents are disabled.

Ms. Metayer stated environmental inequality in the disabled community can be defined into two segments.  They are:

· Those who become disabled after exposure to lead poisoning
· Those that are currently disabled and are exposed to harmful environmental conditions

Ms. Metayer recommends the following:

· Rights to environmental accessibility
· Right to information
· Rights to take part in the decision-making process

Mr. Baxter Jones, advocate stated he is an elected official to the Michigan Democratic Party Disability Caucus as vice chair and that he hopes use his influence to into the Detroit city council disability task force as a platform for the grassroots work that he has been doing in the community with peers.

Mr. Baxter stated that if mankind has the responsibility to control something as important as water, then there should be a responsibility to make sure that people have access to it.

The panelists submitted recommendations which were as follows:

· More people with disabilities should be included in discussions on environmental issues
· Putting together policies and regulations that hold people accountable when they expose harm to others
· Having individuals affected by a crisis or environmental impact be a part of the discussion

G. Education & Mental Health Facilitator: Bob Brown
Mr. Bob Brown introduced the panelists.

Mr. Michael Steinberg, Legal Director, ACLU spoke on the impact the water situation had ion the school children in Flint, Michigan.  He stated that a class action lawsuit was filed in the city of Flint and the educational system to ensure that kids with disabilities are identified and given services that they are entitled to under federal law.

Ms. Melody Arabo, teacher of the year, was there representing the parents, educators and the Department of Education.  She stated that the Office of Special Education program is dedicated to improving results for infants and toddlers with disabilities from birth to 21.

Ms. Arabo stated that general education teachers need training on procedures and best practices that support inclusion with resources in classrooms that benefits all children.

Ms. Arabo stated that positive behavior needs to be implemented in every school and that an emphasis that requires schools to provide positive supports to students with disabilities who need them and to clarify that repeated use of disciplinary actions suggest that children with disabilities may not be receiving appropriate supports.

Ms. Arabo stated that their needs to be:

· a system that warrants less disputes;
· collaboratives to strengthen education in the state and country;
· a commitment towards equity and inclusion;
· improve outcomes for kids with IEP’s

Ms. Theresa Squires, Michigan Disability Rights Coalition stated that she is person with multiple mental disabilities. She spoke about her experiences as a survivor of violence of a sexual assault when attending college.

Ms. Squires stated that she begin her work in the disability community that she realized that youth with mental disabilities were being assaulted as higher rates than their peers. She stated she began a program called, “Her Power” that works with teen girls with disabilities.

Ms. Squires said in order for youth to have successful outcomes, they need to take pride in who they are including if they have a mental disability.  Pride comes from celebrating one’s heritage, culture unique experiences and contributions.

H. Town Hall to Receive Comments on Education & Mental Health
Mr. Frank Minor, Muskegon, Michigan came with a group of individuals with disabilities that formed a group called, “Pure Action Alliance.”  He stated that he was blind and was there to represent those with mental illness.

Mr. Minor stated that the ADA needs more enforcement policies and procedures and those officials should be held responsible to make sure that the ADA is implemented to its fullest extent.

Ms. Dharma Canter, HUD, community for mental health stated that she would like to incorporate standards of fidelity with the comments that have been made in this meeting.

Ms. Kathy McCreedy suggested they things that she would like to be address.  They were as follows:

· Inclusion of consumers in education program in CMH personnel;
· Need for more diversity from board and councils; 
· Training for most MH applies and consumers-education must have training and accountability of CMH organizations

I. Economic Mobility Gridlock:  Systemic Challenges & Incompatibilities, & Contradictions
Lisa Franklin, Warriors on Wheels, is an advocate for equal opportunity, public access and education that are covered under the ADA.  Ms. Franklin stated that her greatest challenge is getting authorities and government officials to understand where issues are and how and how to help get the services and resources that are needed.  Ms. Franklin spoke about the following:

· Fair Housing Act
· Transportation
· Accessible transportation across the board
· Funds for state and paratransit programs

Ms. Susan Howell, Michigan Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) stated that she has worked with vocational rehabilitation for 37 years and stated that she would like to move the workforce innovation and opportunity act that MRS has been focused on since inception and making changes.  She stated that there are challenges at the statewide level to take the mandated law to the local level which would allow local levels and teams to develop programs that are responsive to sensitive needs.

Ms. Howell stated that there are three goals that VR is focused. They are as follows:

· VR is a voice to the advocate and partners assuring to honor the context of the matrix and how they are looked upon so they are performed and received by an audience in the correct way;
· Working to strategically align positions to serve those students by coming up with processes and procedures to serve the eligible;
· Working with education partners to assure information that is obtained will help students get the services and have their needs addressed in a timely fashion.

Ms. Sharon Milberger, Director, Michigan Development Disabilities Institute (MDDI).  Stated that she is responsible to statewide preservice training, community service, and research and dissemination programs. She also serves director of new leadership education and neurodevelopmental disabilities program (LEND) and interdisciplinary certificate program to leaders who will serve children with neurodevelopmental related families.

Ms. Milberger stated that the University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (CEDD) serves people with various disabilities across their life span.

She stated that LEND program is a statewide partnership with the University of Michigan and its goal is to improve the lives of infants and adolescents with disabilities.

Ms. Milberger stated that their needs to be systematic changes.  The advisory council discussed social determinants of health linked with poverty.

J. Town Hall to Receive Comments on Economic Mobility Gridlock:  Systematic Challenges & Incompatibilities & Contradictions
Ms. Emily Obert stated that a key element to ensure economics for people with disabilities would be job status.  She added that if there are disjointed systems of health insurance, people with disabilities will get second class care and have limited economic mobility.

Kathy stated that it is very important to spread the word to people with disabilities that are isolated and unaware of such resources that are available to them.
Ms. Diana Woods stated that many people do not have access to the internet and should access it from their local library, therefore asking someone to look something up online to access information that is distant from them is not necessarily the best option.

Jim of Huron Michigan stated that a great deal needs to be done on a global level as it relates to automated vehicles.

Mr. Michael Powell, President, National Federation of the Blind, Michigan stated that airport independence needs to be addressed. Airport personnel need to have things universally accessible to everyone.

Mr. Michael Harris stated that his frustration is with how the country treats its veterans and lack of accommodating them.

Mr. Baxter Jones stated that the lack of mass transit is directly related to poverty.

K. What would a system look like if it was designed to get a person with a disability out of poverty?  Facilitator:  Neil Romano
Ms. Jenny Piatt, Business consultant, Michigan Vocational Rehabilitation (VR), reported that there are a lot of things within the legislation that allows us to be accountable in terms of how we serve our business customers.

Ms. Piatt stated that there are occupational therapists that provide consultation for client customers that need of assistive technology.  We are assisting businesses on making reasonable accommodations less scary in addition to helping them define job descriptions better.

Ms. Piatt stated that the component of disability is falling in a much broader spectrum with respect to diversity.  An approach has been taking to whether its gender, ethnicity or disability were businesses are incorporating that in terms of recruiting.

Ms. Laura Hall, Michigan Disability Rights Center reported that she started her career with the Michigan Associate Centers for Independent Living where she worked on issues of employment and employment barriers for people with disabilities.

Ms. Hall stated that a portfolio should be created that looks at those that are overlooked.

Ms. Hall stated that she is personally a state organizer for Adapt Michigan which is a grassroots organization that is dedicated to ensuring that people with disabilities could live in the community with supports and services instead of being forced to live in nursing homes and institutions.

Mr. Michael Shaw, Kresge Foundation stated that the mission of his foundation is to invest in people with low income.  The human services program is the only national found declaration program that looks at the human and social services sectors.

Mr. Shaw stated that we need to be more of a system in response to economic and civic imperatives of people in places. She added that we have a system set up around volume of activity as opposed to value.

L. Town Hall to Receive Comments on what would a system look like if it was designed to get people with disabilities out of poverty
Mr. Fred, vice president of blind in Michigan stated that he has been involved with rehabilitation work for 40 years and stated that he has visited legislators to talk about social security disability so that there’s no limit.

Mr. Luke Kelly, president, Disability Network, Flint, Michigan stated he would like for the Council to change eh minds-set that disability community is bigger and broader.  Policies, programs and health insurance gets in the way of many people being able to work.

M.  Recess
The meeting recessed at 4:15 pm.

February 24, 2017

The meeting reconvened at 9:00 a.m.

N. Autonomous Vehicle Discussion Facilitator:  Clyde Terry
Cathy McAdam
· 20 year’s experience in rehabilitation medicine
· Master’s degree from Wayne State
· Started company in 1999 and served as consultant for advocacy and assistive technology
· Worked with systematic changes that will improve access to AT devices and services
John Lapetz, Lapetz & Associates
· serves an executive director of federal affairs at General Motors
· crafted GM’s strategy
· joined after five years after being chief of staff
· directing a staff of 50 and leading management team
· served as a principal strategist on 60 pieces of legislation 
· more than 15 years of experience in government including extensive campaign experience

Brad Sterz
· represents Audi on a range of topics that include AV testing deployment, connected vehicle and technologies
· instrumental in framing AV technology
Sydney Paul
· represents Senator Peters whose portfolio spans from the US Senate Committee on Commerce and Science
· prior to role as staff to with Senators Peters, staff Subcommittee on Communications, Technology and Internet working for John D. Rockefeller IV

Amanda Essex, National Conference of State Legislatures stated that the biggest thing that they hear about is saving lives on the highway traffic administration stated that roads.  She stated there were 32,000 deaths on the road last which 94% of these crashes are caused by human error.

Ms. Essex stated legislators have expressed interest in this technology which will save lives which doesn’t have to always rely on human decision-making. They are also talking about the economic development that the technology can bring to the state and what it means for the future.

Ms. McAdam stated as being blind, it drives the whole process of autonomous vehicles which allows her to be able to get to work.

Mr. Stertz said stated that there is opportunity on how we view the car and getting around that that he believes that there will be quick accommodation of electric vehicles that GM started which will make cities reduce emissions.

Mr. Andy York, GM stated that the need for autonomous cars are twofold: for accessibility and safety

Ms. Sydney Paul reported that Senator Peters is extremely interested in the future of the auto industry.  He speaks about the opportunity of saving hundreds of thousands of lives after hearing the grime statistics of more than 35,000 people dying on the road a year.

Ms. Paul stated that the senator speaks about the opportunity to accessibility in refining mobility and what it would means to individuals as well as the infrastructure to cities. 

Ms. Paul stated that Senator Peters stated that this would be an opportunity to make sure that country leads this transformation and remains competitive not only in the United States but internationally.

O.  NCD Business Meeting
Finance Report
Mr. Woods reported that the agency is under a continuing resolution which will operate thought April 28, 2017. The budget for that period is $1,864.588.00.  The agency is currently at 46% of the CR. The agency is tightly monitoring cash flow. The AFO team is working to place contingency plans in place to account for the budget cuts.
MOTION:  Chairperson Terry moved to accept the Finance Committee Report.
SECONDED: Bob Brown
Chairperson Clyde Terry:  Aye			
Mr. Billy Altom: Aye
Ms. Rabia Belt: Aye
Mr. Bob Brown:  Aye
Mr. Daniel Gade:  Aye
Ms. Wendy Harbour: Aye
Mr. Benro Ogunyipe:  Aye				
Mr. Neil Romano:  Aye


Policy Report
Ms. Joan Durocher stated that several policy projects had to be moved in house.  We are focusing on recalibrating and narrowing those a bit since and individual staff member is pulling those together instead of contractors. Such projects will need more Council involvement.

Governance Report
Ms. Rabia Belt introduced herself as the new governance chair.  She thanked staff for briefing her on the work that has been done prior and is looking forward to the working on the strategic plan.

Additional Business
Ms. Cokley stated that the certificates of appreciation have been ordered and will be obtained shortly.

Chairperson Terry stated that the next quarterly meeting is scheduled for May 4-5 in New Orleans contingent on the continuing resolution.  At that meeting we will discuss policy priorities for next year.

Mr. Bob Brown suggested that the Council award the individuals of the Minneapolis Star Tribune for their multi-series investigative report which led to sweeping changes throughout these state of Minnesota

Mr. Brown stated that he thinks that it is a great need for the Council recognize media to help us build relationships.  We should also focus on a series of two awards that impact our lives.

Mr. Brown stated that Council members would select and vet potential stories and in May of each year vote on privilege and lack of prevalence and the impact of those stories.  After narrowing options to three to five possibilities, finalists are sent to a panel, and a final selection is circulated to the full Council and staff and vote via email to identify who are the awardees.

Mr. Cokley stated that the Council does have the ability, per bylaws to give awards.  The Council awarded Mr. Dick Thornburgh for years of service and advocacy on ADA and numerous pieces of legislation.

MOTION:  Mr. Bob Brown moved for the acceptance of the changes to the bylaws.  SECONDED:  Ms. Rabia Brett
	
Mr. Billy Altom: Aye
Ms. Rabia Belt: Aye
Mr. Bob Brown:  Aye
Mr. Daniel Gade:  Aye
Ms. Wendy Harbour: Aye
Mr. Benro Ogunyipe:  Aye				
Mr. Neil Romano:  Aye


P. Adjourn
Chairperson Terry adjourned the Council meeting at 4:45 p.m. (EST)
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