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            National Council on Disability


An independent federal agency making recommendations to the President and Congress 

to enhance the quality of life for all Americans with disabilities and their families.


 Meeting Minutes of the National Council on Disability

January 28-29, 2013

The Access Board Conference Room, 1331 F Street, NW, Suite 800

ATTENDANCE

Members:

Council Chairman Jonathan Young, Ph.D.

Council Vice-Chair Janie Lehrer-Stein

Gary Blumenthal

Chester Finn

Sara Gelser

Matan Koch

Kamilah Martin-Proctor

Lonnie Moore

Ari Ne’eman

Stephanie Orlando

Dongwoo “Joe” Pak

Clyde Terry

Fernando Torres-Gil

Linda Wetters

Pamela Young-Holmes

Staff:

Aaron Bishop, Executive Director, Stacey Brown, Julie Carroll, Lawrence Carter-Long, Joan Durocher, Geraldine Hawkins, Sylvia Menifee, Carla Nelson, Anne Sommers, Robyn Powell

Guests: 
John McKnight, Assistant to Chester Finn (Member); Craig Fugate, Administrator, Federal Emergency Management (FEMA); Michael George, Federal Emergency Management (FEMA); Bob Gettings, National Association of State Directors of Developmental Disabilities Services (NASDDDS); Jill Houghton, U.S. Business Leadership Network (USBLN); Lauren Kamnick, Easter Seals; Avril Lewis, National Federation for the Blind (NFB); Charles Moseley, National Association of State Directors of Developmental Disabilities Services (NASDDDS); Marcie Roth, Federal Emergency Management (FEMA) ; Madelaine Sayko, Cognitive Compass; Delores Scott, Office of Disability Integration Coordination; Lindsay Stout, Attorney; Tari Hartman-Squire, EIN SOF Communications; Ron Drach, National Organization on Disability Wounded Warrior Career Program; Kelly Whitecraft; Mark Seifarth; Rebecca Underwood; Joan Kelly; Jill Barker; Carol Sherman, Laura Walling, Goodwill Industries International.


I. CALL TO ORDER -  JANUARY 29, 2013

Vice Chairperson Janice Lehrer-Stein called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. Eastern Time.

II. BUSINESS

A.  Welcome

Vice Chairperson Janice Lehrer-Stein opened the floor by introducing members, staff, and guests. 
B. Agenda and Minutes
The meeting agenda for January 29-30, 2013 was presented for adoption as well as the Council meeting minutes from October 23-23, 2012.
MOTION: Approve the board meeting agenda for January 29 and January 30, 2013.
Motion passed with no objections.
MOTION: Adopt the minutes of October 22-23, 2012. 
Minutes passed with no objections.
C. Report from Chairman Jonathan Young
Chairman Young stated that the White House announced four new members to join the Council on Friday, February 1; Jonathan Kuniholm, Jeff Rosen, Lynnae Ruttledge and Alice Wong. The new members will be replacing Lonnie Moore, Joe Pak, Linda Wetters and Jonathan Young.

D. Report from the Executive Director Aaron Bishop
Executive Director Aaron Bishop addressed Council and provided updates on the following: 

Transition:  Mr. Bishop expressed staff concerns over the looming change in leadership and “fear of change and the unknown.” Mr. Bishop applauded efforts by the Council to establish protective measures to ensure a smooth transition for staff.
General Council/Policy:  Mr. Bishop recognized Joan Durocher and the policy team for a phenomenal year and remarkable job accomplishing policy projects; the parenting report, the progress report, and the Medicaid report.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Legislative Affairs: Mr. Bishop commended the legislative and outreach team for their involvement with the parenting and progress reports. Mr. Bishop categorized the team’s contribution to both projects as phenomenal.
Administrative Update:  Mr. Bishop applauded Ms. Sylvia Menifee and the administrative staff on achievements accomplished in a short period of time, which he referred to as phenomenal and remarkable. 
E. Standing Committee Reports
 Audit and Finance Committee Report from Committee Chair Gary Blumenthal

Mr. Blumenthal directed the Council to NCDs 2012 Audit Report and reported that NCD obtained a “clean and healthy audit” with no material weaknesses in financial reporting and no reportable noncompliance. 

Mr. Bishop provided an update on the continuing resolution until March 27, 2013. He stated if Congress doesn’t pass another continuing resolution or appropriations bill, the federal government will shut down.  If a bill is passed, the Council will need to closely review the language to see what level NCD is funded at. 
Mr. Blumenthal discussed sequestration and the sequestration memo prepared by the Executive Director and advised the Council, the agency faced an 8.2% reduction if sequestration occurs. The sequestration memo was amended to reflect vacant positions placed on hold until sequestration.   
F. Governance Committee Report from Committee Chair Matan Koch

Mr. Koch commended the superb leadership of the Governance and Planning Committee over the last two years under the guidance of its past Chairs Linda Wetters and Pam Holmes.

Mr. Koch provided updates on the following topics: 
Structure of Council Meetings: Nothing to report at this time.
New Members Orientation: Ms. Linda Wetters and Ms. Stephanie Orlando are working on this project and will circulate an email of suggested materials to members for feedback. 
Transition:  The Council is expected to confirm four new members including a new Chairman. Over the next few months, the committee will focus on the bylaws, new members orientation, structure changes and planning of the public comment period of meetings, and council meetings in general. 
G. Policy & Program Evaluation Committee Report from Committee Chair Linda Wetters

Ms. Wetters stated that Ms. Joan Durocher will provide an update on current projects; the committee will submit two papers for vote followed by a discussion on the eight projects recommended by the policy committee for consideration and funding approval. 
Ms. Durocher reported on current projects, the anticipated start and finish dates, the cost, and how the project relates to the NCD strategic plan. 

Key Highlights:           
1. Medicaid Managed Care Report:  report based on twenty-two (22) principles developed by NCD and NASDDDS to guide the design and implementation of managed care for people with disabilities. The project cost is $125,000.
2. Block Granting Paper: examines the history of federal block grant programs and proposals to Block Grant Federal Medicaid Funding, providing arguments against block-granting Medicaid. 
3. Self-Direction Project: recommends strategies for improving the accessibility and quality of self-directed Medicaid services and supports.
4. Social Security: NCD is working with the National Disability Institute on this project; the project is funded at $150,000 and is expected to be finalized in September 2013.
5. Veteran’s Project: project commenced September 2012 and will wrap up in March 2013.
6. Transportation Project: NCD is working with the Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund on this project; the project commenced on September 2012 and will wrap up September 2013.
7.  Consortia of Administrators of Native American

Rehabilitation (CANAR): Policy Committee to review and submit to full Council. 
Ms. Durocher then highlighted the meeting with the Federal Reserve, Bureau of Engraving and Printing regarding development of accessible currency, which has been in the works far too long. 

Ms. Durocher also provided information on a roundtable meeting with a variety of stakeholders regarding Department of Labor’s draft final rule on the companionship exemption. NCD did not take a formal position on the changes proposed but urged DOL not to adopt the final regulations until it met with members of the disability community and fully examined the impact of the proposed changes on people with disabilities. 

Mr. Ne’eman indicated that the Social Security Project Team will meet to discuss a summary of the research and evidence findings to date, and will utilized the findings to collaboratively develop recommendations with the contractor. 

Mr. Ne’eman provided an overview of the three documents that comprise NCD’s Medicaid work. They are:
1. Medicaid report related to Medicaid Managed Care.
2. Medicaid self-direction paper, which discusses the value of self-direction and how to implement it properly within the context of managed care.  The topic is viewed suspiciously by administrators.
3. A paper that comprehensively reviews the issue of block granting of Medicaid and provides the explanation as to why block granting can be problematic for the disability community.

Mr. Charles Moseley reported that his mission in writing the papers was to summarize the history of the self-direction in the United States and trace the emergence of self-direction with Medicaid policy by focusing on its beginning and its growth through examining some of the fundamental concepts and then talking about how those concepts have been incorporated over the years in Medicaid policy.

Issues covered include:
1.  Reconciliation of issues posed by support workers.
2.  How to foster self-direction within a unionized workforce.
3. Integrating self-direction into a managed care environment.
4. Risk management, which has become a part of balancing safety of an individual with individual choice and control.
In closing, Mr. Moseley stated the group tried to capture the change in relationship between the state, service provider, and individual; placing the individual in the center of the relationship with self-direction, allowing the person to determine for themselves what role the provider will play in their lives. 

MOTION:  Mr. Finn moved to adopt the self-direction paper.

AMENDED MOTION:  Ms. Gelser stated the phrase that makes reference to home care provision, people have premium free services should be removed.

SECOND:  Mr. Ne’eman

By a roll call vote the motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Ms. Sara Gelser: Aye

Mr. Matan Koch: Aye

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Aye

Mr. Lonnie Moore: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Ms. Stephanie Orlando: Aye

Mr. Joe Pak: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Ms. Linda Wetters: Aye

Ms. Pam Holmes: Aye

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Young: Aye

Mr. Fernando Torres-Gil: Aye

Mr. Ne’eman provided an update on the Block Grant Paper and stated that the underlying question of future federal commitment to Medicaid is one of the most important priorities, not only for the disability community, but for the aging community, low income Americans and children’s issues as well. NCD has an opportunity for collaboration across a wide scope of organizations and coalitions.

MOTION:  Chairman Young motioned to approve the Medicaid Block Grant paper as proposed.
SECOND:  Ms. Janni Lehrer-Stein

By a roll call vote the motion carried.

Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Ms. Sara Gelser: Aye

Mr. Matan Koch: Aye

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Aye

Mr. Lonnie Moore: Aye

Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Ms. Stephanie Orlando: Aye

Mr. Joe Pak: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Ms. Linda Wetters: Aye

Ms. Pam Holmes: Aye

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Young: Aye

Mr. Fernando Torres-Gil: Aye

Policy Proposal Discussion and Vote

Ms. Wetters led discussions on policy recommendations for proposed 2013 and 2014 projects. 
1. Home Engagement:    Involves reintegration of veterans into community and collaboration in service delivery models.
2. Education Reform Toolkit: work product from the forum NCD conducted in Florida.
3. Emerging Technology Program, including driverless car project: recommendation made by the policy committee.
MOTION: Ms. Wetters motioned to fund 2013 policy projects in the following order: 

1. Home Engagement Part I
2. Education Reform  Toolkit

3. Emerging Technology and Transportation

4. Home Engagement Part II 
SECOND:  Ms. Janni Lehrer-Stein

By a roll call vote the motion carried.
Roll Call Vote:

Mr. Gary Blumenthal: Aye

Mr. Chester Finn: Aye

Ms. Sara Gelser: Aye

Mr. Matan Koch: Aye

Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor: Aye

Mr. Lonnie Moore: Aye
Mr. Ari Ne’eman: Aye

Ms. Stephanie Orlando: Aye

Mr. Joe Pak: Aye

Mr. Clyde Terry: Aye

Ms. Linda Wetters: Aye

Ms. Pam Holmes: Aye

Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein: Aye

Mr. Jonathan Young: Aye

Mr. Fernando Torres-Gil: Aye

H. FY 13 Annual Progress Report Discussion

Ms. Gerrie Hawkins and Mr. Lawrence Carter-Long reported on the 2013 progress report; the data sources that will be used, the methodology behind the questions, and funding.  Council members were asked to assist in collecting interview data from stakeholders.  The following members volunteered to assist: 1) Mr. Gary Blumenthal 2) Mr. Ari Ne’eman; 3) Ms. Stephanie Orlando; 4) Ms. Janice Lehrer-Stein; 5) Ms. Kamilah Martin-Proctor; 6) Mr. Matan Koch; 7) Mr. Chester Finn; and 8) Ms. Pam Holmes.

I. Agency Briefing
Report from Ms. Jill Houghton, Executive Director, United States Business Leadership Network
Ms. Wetters introduced Ms. Jill Houghton, Executive Director of the United States Business Leadership Network (USBLN) who provided an in-depth overview of businesses owned, operated, controlled, and managed by a person or persons with disabilities. 

Report from Mr. Craig Fugate, Administrator, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 

Chairman Young introduced Mr. Craig Fugate, Administrator, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  
Mr. Fugate spoke on FEMA’s efforts and goals to serve the disability community; to design FEMA programs on the front-in (in the beginning) to be accessible so that no one is singled out or excluded from assistance during a national disaster.

Mr. Fugate emphasized the importance of everyone being prepared; having a disability is not an excuse for not being prepared. Everyone has different capabilities and situations, the more we can do for ourselves, allows FEMA to maximize resources for those who are most vulnerable and have the greatest need. 

Ms. Marcie Roth spoke on FEMA’s recovery efforts in New York and New Jersey following Hurricane Sandy and newly created positions within FEMA; Disability Integration Advisor Officers. 
J. Public Comment Period

A roll call was taken to record the names of the general public that joined via teleconference.  The following individuals provided comments to the Council.  Comments may be sent to publiccomment@ncd.gov.

1. Mr. Ron Drachm, Senior Adviser of the National Organization on Disabilities Wounded Warrior Career Program provided comments on the Wounded Warrior Career Demonstration Program.
2. Mr. Mark Seifarth expressed his appreciation for having the second opportunity to work at NCD; congratulated the outgoing members and incoming members, as well as the Executive Director, Aaron Bishop. Mr. Seifarth is now working with individuals with developmental disabilities and the providers who serve them.

3. Mr. Avril Lewis, National Federation of the Blind expressed appreciation to Executive Director Aaron Bishop for his professionalism, experience and diversity, and candor and honesty as an individual. Mr. Lewis thanked the Council and encouraged them to continue their good work.

4. Ms. Rebecca Underwood spoke on NCD’s 2013 progress report, and recommended that NCD retract the “Deinstitutionalization: Unfinished Business, Companion Paper to the Policy Toolkit” that called for the closure of all facilities with individuals with IDDB with more than three beds. 

5. Ms. Joan Kelly spoke on behalf of her autistic grandson and provided comments on community based services. 
6. Mr. Jim Barker spoke on behalf of his two sons with intellectual disabilities, and provided comments on NCD’s Deinstitutionalization: Unfinished Business, Companion Paper to the Policy Toolkit. 
7. Ms. Carol Sherman, mother and co-guardian of an adult son with severe brain injury commented on NCD’s 2010-2012 budget and recommended that the Council retract its recommendation to decrease FMAP for institutional services.

K. New Business & NCD Policy Discussion
Chairman Young opened the floor for new business and policy discussions. 
Robust Hill Presence

Ms. Martin-Proctor initiated discussion on NCD having a more robust presence on Capitol Hill.  Ms. Sommers suggested that the conversation be continued offline.  Mr. Blumenthal recommended that comments on the topic be shared with the incoming Chair and future Executive Director. 
File Sharing

Ms. Lehrer-Stein inquired about the progress of the file sharing project for members.
L. Chairman’s Time

Chairman Young introduced new members Jonathan Kuniholm, Lynnae Ruttledge and Alice Wong who joined the meeting via teleconference; he stated that the incoming Chair, Jeff Rosen was unable to attend. 
Chairman Young opened the floor to members and staff to bid farewell to outgoing members and the Executive Director. In conclusion, Chairman Young stated that “it was a great honor to serve at NCD with members and staff:” referred to as an amazing team and family that will not end.  
Meeting adjourned at 5:19 p.m. Eastern Time.
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